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Archive Watch: Summer Doldrums Edition
By Jennifer Howard

The dog days of summer—it's been an especially oppressive season here in the nation's

capital—have us thinking about air-conditioned museums and the cool, sunless stacks

of libraries. Here are some cool digital archives or archive-related projects we've come

across lately. If you can't make it to a museum, library, or archive in real life, cool off

with some virtual browsing through one of these. Consider this an overture to the

Society of American Archivists's annual meeting, which will be held here in Washington

next week.

—The Churchill Archives Centre, at Churchill College, Cambridge, houses the great

man's papers along with more than 570 collections "of personal papers and archives

documenting the history of the Churchill era and after." It's supported by the Heritage

Lottery Fund, which makes us wonder how proposed cuts to arts-and-culture funding

in Britain might affect projects like this.

—The English Broadside Ballad Archive, at the University of California at Santa

Barbara, is your go-to spot for facsimiles and transcriptions of ballad broadsides.

Popular in the first half of the 17th century, the ballad broadside was "a single large

sheet of paper printed on one side (hence "broad-side") with multiple eye-catching

illustrations, a popular tune title, and an alluring poem—the latter mostly in black-

letter, or what we today call "gothic," type." The site features transcriptions, including a

1621 example of "The lamentable burning of the City of Corke (in the province of

Munster in Ireland) by Lightning," to be sung to the tune of "Fortune My Foe." EBBA

seeks to archive all 8,000 to 10,000 broadside ballads thought to survive from the

period.

—Successful Strategic Deception: A Case Study, just published by the Scholarly

Publishing Office at the University of Michigan Library, pulls together, analyzes, and

links to archival materials that, author Stephen W. Salant argues, support Alger Hiss's

claim that key documents used against him had been forged. Mr. Salant is a professor of

economics at the university. His analysis "documents for the first time that the chief

investigator hired by Hiss’s attorneys to help prepare Hiss’s libel suit was in fact an

undercover Army spy-catcher," according to a press release from the SPO.

—Vietnam Online, part of WGBH's Media Library and Archives, makes available the

original materials—including interviews with Henry Kissinger, John Kerry, and many

other participants—used in WGBH's 1983 series "Vietnam: A Televison History." The

result of a two-year collaboration between WGBH and the University of Massachusetts

at Boston, and Columbia University's Center for New Media Teaching and Learning, the

project involved transferring the original images from film stock. In a press release

Previous
Digital Humanists Unveil
New Blog-to-Book Tool

Next
...

Wired Campus Bloggers

Wired Campus Archives

August 2010 October 2009

July 2010 September 2009

June 2010 August 2009

May 2010 July 2009

April 2010 June 2009

March 2010 May 2009

Each day on Wired
Campus, The Chronicle's
technology reporters
highlight key IT
developments and put them
in perspective.

HOME OPINION & IDEAS FACTS & FIGURES TOPICS JOBS ADVICE FORUMS

Jeff Young
is a senior writer who covers technology.
Read Jeff's Wired Campus entries

Jennifer Howard
is a senior reporter who covers publishing and the
humanities. She also writes the Hot Type column.
Read Jennifer's Wired Campus entries

Josh Fischman
is a senior editor for the Faculty and Science &
Technology sections.
Read Josh's Wired Campus entries

Marc Parry
is a staff reporter who covers distance education.
Read Marc's Wired Campus entries

NEWS

http://chronicle.com/myaccount/login?goto=/blogPost/Archive-Watch-Summer-Doldrums/25993/
http://chronicle.com/myaccount/createfreeaccount
http://chronicle.com/subscribe
http://chronicle.com/
http://chronicle.com/subscribe
http://chronicle.com/subscribe
http://chronicle.com/subscribe
http://chronicle.com/section/Faculty/7/
http://chronicle.com/section/Administration/16/
http://chronicle.com/section/Technology/30/
http://chronicle.com/section/Community-Colleges/33/
http://chronicle.com/section/International/34/
http://chronicle.com/section/Special-Reports/35/
http://chronicle.com/section/People/36/
http://chronicle.com/blog/The-Ticker/1/
http://chronicle.com/section/Current-Issue/38/
http://chronicle.com/section/Archives/39/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39ed/0/0/%2a/p;44306;0-0;0;36065485;3454-728/90;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://chronicle.com/blog/wiredcampus/5/
http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5/
http://chronicle.com/section/News/6/
http://chronicle.com/section/Technology/30/
http://chronicle.com/blog/wiredcampus/5/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Jennifer-Howard/9/
http://www2.archivists.org/conference/2010/washington
http://www.chu.cam.ac.uk/archives/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/08/03/AR2010080306964.html
http://ebba.english.ucsb.edu/
http://ebba.english.ucsb.edu/page/facsimile-transcriptions
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/h/hiss/archive.html
http://openvault.wgbh.org/catalog/org.wgbh.mla:Vietnam
http://chronicle.com/blogPost/Digital-Humanists-Unveil-New/25966/
http://chronicle.com/blogPost/Digital-Humanists-Unveil-New/25966/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39ed/0/0/%2a/n;227541168;0-0;0;36065485;4307-300/250;37834011/37851859/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://chronicle.com/jobs/0000642147-01
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/08-2010/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/10-2009/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/07-2010/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/09-2009/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/06-2010/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/08-2009/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/05-2010/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/07-2009/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/04-2010/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/06-2009/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/03-2010/
http://chronicle.com/blog/Wired-Campus/5/archive/05-2009/
http://chronicle.com/section/Home/5/
http://chronicle.com/section/Opinion-Ideas/40/
http://chronicle.com/section/Facts-Figures/58/
http://chronicle.com/section/Topics/59/
http://chronicle.com/section/Jobs/61/
http://chronicle.com/section/Advice/66/
http://chronicle.com/forums/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Jeff-Young/6/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Jeff-Young/6/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Jennifer-Howard/9/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Jennifer-Howard/9/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Josh-Fischman/42/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Josh-Fischman/42/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Marc-Parry/89/
http://chronicle.com/blogAuthor/Wired-Campus/5/Marc-Parry/89/
http://chronicle.com/section/News/6/


Archive Watch: Summer Doldrums Edition - Wired Campus - The Chronicle of Higher Education

http://chronicle.com/blogPost/Archive-Watch-Summer-Doldrums/25993/[8/4/2010 6:50:55 PM]

E-mail Print Comment Share

announcing the archive, WGBH said Vietnam Online "will serve as a model for future

digital media archives drawing from assets from public television and similar sources."
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